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Five jet fighters and three biplanes were parked in front of a hangar 
of the Grossenhain (N 32/ A 01) airfield on 14 December 1949* Trier© was 
no flying * The billets at the field and some apartments in the town 
v/e re fu lly occupied by Soviet Air Force soldiers 0 The construction 
work on the runways had stopped* Six men carried boxes from a closed 
freight car oft the railroad spur track to tne garage on the side* Tank 
trucks | | hauled fuel from two railroad 


% 


tank cars to the fuel dump, 
were seen. 


Trucks 


25X1 


The field was occupied by jet fighters from. 3 to 9 December 1949* 
Description: Short fuselage, wings swept back, rudder assembly slanting 
upward to the rear. 

Three jet fighters were simultaneously in the air on 11 December 1949, 
eight on 14 December 1949, ten on 16 December 1949 and nine on 23 December 
1949. It was rumored among the construction workers that the old sections 
of the runways were to be reconditioned in the Spring of 1950* 


4. On 15 December 1949 


a Soviet Air 


25X1 


25X1 


Force unit of about 2,000 men had arrived from hoenigsDerg (0 53/C 40/ 
on 22 and 24 October 1949. Disassembled aircraft have allegedly arrived 
at the field since early December 1949 and were assembled there. 
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Eighteen containers of various siaes were on tne western edge of tne field 
near the fuel dump. 
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Six jet fighters were parked at the field and three were in the air on 
9 January 1950* One plane, seen t&kifog off, was reasonably identified 
again when landing 90 minutes later. Description: Swept-back wings 
set about middle of front half of fuselage, no propeller, pointed nose, 
silver sheen, number and position of jet power plant not discernible* 

The arrival of these planes at the field was not observed, but large boxes 
(see Annex 1) arrived by rail about 20 December 1949 *^nd eight more boxes, 
one each on a railroad car, on 7 January 1950. Tne boxes were each about 
4 meters wide, chamfered on top, one side about 2 meters and the other 
1 * meters high. I ‘ | the planes were assembled 

by Soviet experts in the repair hangar. Germans were not permitted to 
enter the repair jangar and most of the German workers were then 

dismissed* 

There was no flying on 10 to 12 January 1950 as the weather was bad* All 
aircraft were parked inside tne hangars. Dependents of Soviet Air force 
officers were quartered in 35 houses in the town block bordered by K. arl— 
Liebknechtstrasse - Tomas-Mann-Strasse - Gartenweg - Elsterwerdaer Strasse* 

1st Lt Heideck was billeted at 23 Karl-Liebhneeht-Strasse* Trucks [ | 

[ were seen at the field* 

The field was bordered by the Grossenhain-KLsterwerda (N 52/ A 03) road, 
between kilometer station 15.0 and 16,9 to the west and by the Grossenhain 
Cottbus (N 52/A 37) railroad line, between kilometer station 1.2 and 3.6 to 
the south* The large runway, 100 x 2,500 meters, starts at kilometer 
station 16,6 on the road to Elsterwerda and ends 200 meters north of the 
railroad kilometer station 3.6* The smaller runway, 50 x 1,800 meters, 
crosses the large one in about a NE-SW direction* The asphalted old 
section of the runway which is in bad condition, is allegedly to be repaired 
soon* The only new installation was a radio station in a former farmhouse 
west of the field, in line with the repair hangar* 

Two jet fighters w ith silver sheen were parked in front of the hangar 
near the loading ramp on the western edge of the field on 9 January 1950. 

The interior of the hangar could not be seen. Twelve to fifteen men did 
grading work with a steam roller not far from the hangar. Scrap parts 
and many large wooden boxes such as used for transportation of aircraft 
fuselages were scattered about near two garages south of the hangar. One 
of the three hangars further to the south was partially open* About ten 
boxes, each about 5x2x2 meters painted olive-drab, protected by addi- 
tional boarding, were seen inside the hangar . Tney looked similar to 
the boxes standing near the garage*/. There? were' 10 other boxes painted 
alke but of a tiangular shape in the hangar. Three aircraft vhose type 
could not be determined were seen inside another hangar, might low-wing 
monoplanes, probably fighters, some of which were covered vdth tarpaulins, 
were parked in front of the aangars and further aircraft on tne northeast 
edge of the field not far from a small wood, 

A fuel dump of ei^it semi-underground containers and a railroad spur 
track with five tank cars were on the north edge of the field* A yellow 
tank truck drew fuel from one of the tank cars and then drove to the dump. 

A radio truck with an extended 5-meter antenna was in the southeast corner, 
south of the about E-Vi runway* Another radio station consisting of an 
eight-meter braced mast and a radio truck without number wnich were con- 
nected with each other by an antenna was in a farm yard west of the field. 

The billets in the southwestern section of the field were apparently fully 
occupied by Soviet /dr Force members, including women* Three air force 
soldiers unloaded food at a warehouse I I Excavation 
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, j- ,.^+hP.'! nt comer. There were narrow-gauge 

E2d*£C; Si Sth U X» the 

« 5l? ... . s '£ TxS;^ i. 

s “«■ • Tr i cST £ A“; zzsz * 

r ~is- S"p“°SS'^io“u^ , 

?ls* e S'thf i »■* ■•> *« “> * — ■*’ “■• fiit ~ 

to a regular telephone mast, 10 meters away, 

• ^t^sSTtimf Stl telT , jS”' ighters°id th silve/sheefiere 

Ihree minutes later' a biplane with radial engine, rigid landing gear wxtn 
Snt?d C Srk SSn (Se landed at*the fiSd^It^othe/red ground^ 

art t r»br»r 

Description of jet fighter (see Annex 3): < Jet P«v ’ 
round air intake in nose and jet orifice in tail, both P 
to low-wing monoplane, swept-back wings, ilexible flaps at trailing ej t 
of vdnf'S close to fuselage. Considerably swept-back elevator assembly set 
at upper naif of rudder assembly, Hose wheel retracting *«£«»«*» /Swt" 
psl landing gear under wings* retracting xnwaro. i useiage tiiXck x - * 
taoering to the rear. Stubby, tortoise-shaped, dctacnaule cockpit set 
closely 8 forward of wings and extending to mid-wing. One-man crew, (observed 
while Vetting out). Blight silver sheen, large red Soviet star on rudde 

sisrs .(I « Wv. “ i “““ ~ stru ' i “" s 

were not recognized. 

t addition to the biplanes and five jet fighters *L low-wing monoplanes 
were counted whose types could not be determined because of the distance. 
They probably had propellers, tortoise-shaped cockpits between the cages 
of the wings and possibly in-line engines as was inferred iro. the shape 
of the exhaust indistingtlj recognized. 
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16* Thm*e was no flying at the field on 10 January 1950. 
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Comment ? 


25X1 a. , _ 

25X1 previously reported |_ 


the presence of jet aircraft 


* 


b ihe exact number of jet aircraft stationed in Grosseahain is not de- 
termined. In addition to jet planes conventional fighters are also tnere 
P 5 X-I | — 1 at least two fighter regiments are assumed to be 

in Grossenhain* 


25X1 


d Two different jet aircraft types, one similar to tne MI.x-9 andtne 
other, a swept-back wing type, are stationed at the Grossonhain airfield 
OBI at fill other Soviet Zone airfields which are occupied by jet, planes. 
The model designation of the swept-back wing type is unknown. 
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e» The boxes for aircraft parts indicate that trie disassembled jet 
planes arrived by rail in Grossenhain, The planes were apparently 
assembled at the field. 

f. The information in para 4 that an air force unit arrived from 
Koenigsberg in October 1949 was confirmed | | ** 

25X1 I 


The numerical designation of the units stationed in Grossenhain is 
unknown. It is inferred from previous observations that the Grossen- 
hain air units are assigned to trie 1 Gds Ftr Corps. 

tu The infor/nation in para 5 that a jet plane of the swept- back wing 
type was possibly 90 minutes in the air is received for the first time. 

The longest duration of flight so far observed with jet planes of «IIG-9 
type was 45 minutes, 

i e 1st bt Beideck mentioned in para 7 is unknown. 

j. After their expansion* the two runways (para 8) are 1,800 meters 
(NE/SVi) and 2,200 meters ^/ESK) long, 

k. The well-like installation in para 11 is reported for trie first 
time. Its purpose is unknown, 

l. A biplane of the described type is unknown. As the other descriptions 

pGiY-| of aircraft | |are correct, it is not considered probable that 

25X1 | | mistook it for a PQ-2 plane, 

3 Annexes % 1. Installation at Northwest Corner of the Brossenhain Airfield 

2, Biplane Observed at the Grossenhaih Airfield 

3. Jet fighter type Observed at the Grossenhain Airfield. 
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